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Six men arrested by HM Customs  
 

 
Six people have been arrested and 41,980 cigarettes have been seized by HM 
Customs in four separate incidents.  
 
A 16 year old local and a 17 year old Spanish national were arrested after being 
seen running towards the fence at Western Beach carrying bags.  The men 
attempted to evade arrest and were pursued by Customs officers on foot south 
across the runway and ultimately apprehended in Victoria Stadium car park.  Royal 
Gibraltar Police Marine Section assisted in support.  Stones were thrown at the 
officers by a group of men on the Spanish side of Western Beach.  23,400 cigarettes 
(117 cartons) were seized by HM Customs in the incident.       
 
In a separate incident, two Spanish nationals were arrested after being found in 
possession of a commercial quantity of cigarettes as they approached the Western 
Beach fence.  The men, aged 34 and 19, are both resident in La Linea and have 
been bailed to surrender on May 14th.  7,200 cigarettes (36 cartons) were seized by 
HM Customs.  
 
In a third incident a 20 year old Finnish national, resident in Spain, was arrested in 
similar circumstances near the frontier fence at Western Beach.  He was found in 
possession of 5,400 cigarettes (27 cartons), arrested and bailed to surrender on May 
17th. The Gibraltar Defence Police assisted in the incident.  The cigarettes have been 
seized. 
 
A 58 year old Romanian national was arrested by HM Customs after a search of his 
car in Reclamation Road found it to contain 5,980 cigarettes (over 29 cartons).  The 
man, resident in Almeria, Spain has been released on bail to surrender on May 3rd.  
The vehicle and cigarettes have been seized by HM Customs.   
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